RICHARD R. BAXTER MILITARY WRITING PRIZE

In honor of Richard R. Baxter, the Lieber Society Military Prize has been renamed the Lieber Society Richard R. Baxter Military Prize.  Richard R. Baxter’s contributions to the Law of War, both in practice and in theory, are immense and attest to the appropriateness of using his name to identify this important prize.  

Born in New York City in 1921, Judge Baxter received the A.B. degree summa cum laude from Brown University in 1942 and his LL.B. degree from Harvard in 1948.  He also studied international law at Cambridge University and holds the LL.M. degree from Georgetown University.

Following wartime service as an enlisted man and officer, Judge Baxter was in the Regular Army from 1947 to 1954.  At the time of his resignation, he was Chief of the International Law Branch, Office of the Judge Advocate General.  He served in the Reserve to the rank of colonel and was decorated with the Bronze Star Medal and Legion of Merit.

He participated in a British-United States conference in 1953 focusing on the amendment of both the British “Manual of Military Law” and the United States “Rules of Land Warfare” made necessary by the adoption of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the great development in the jurisprudence of the law of war which took place as a result of World War II and the Korean conflict. He is acknowledged as largely responsible for the preparation of the 1956 revision of United State “Rules of Land Warfare” - FM 27-10.

Judge Baxter returned to Harvard Law School to join its faculty in 1954 after having spent a half-year as an attorney in the Office of the General Counsel, Department of Defense.  At the Law School he became the first holder of the Manley Hudson Chair of International Law. 

At various times, Judge Baxter served as consultant to the Department of State, Department of Defense, the Human Rights Division and the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations, and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research. He advised on programs and lectured extensively at the various war colleges and other military educational institutions.

He was the author of “The Law of International Waterways” and of numerous other books and articles on the law of war, international waterways, state responsibility, the sources of international law, and other aspects of international law.

In 1966—1967, he held a Guggenheim Fellowship and was a member of the Law Faculty in Cambridge University. 

He served as the Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal of Law from 1970 to 1978, and prior to that he was for many years on its Board of Editors.  He served as the President of the American Society of International Law from 1974 to 1976 and remained an honorary Vice-President of the Society until his death.

During the year 1971—1972, Judge Baxter was Counselor on International Law, Office of the Legal Adviser, Department of State.  He was a member of the United States Delegations to the First and Second Conferences of Government Experts on International Humanitarian Law and to the 1974 session of the Diplomatic Conference on International Humanitarian Law.

He was a Vice President of the American Branch of the International Law Association, an honorary member of the Indian Society of International of Law and was a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Council on Foreign Relations, and numerous legal societies in the United States and abroad. As chairman of the International Committee on Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, he was largely responsible for one of the most valued studies of the ILA.  

He was a member of the United States National Group in the Permanent Court of Arbitration.

When he was nominated and elected to the International Court of Justice in 1978 international lawyers universally acclaimed his selection.  There was every reason to expect that Judge Baxter would prove to be one of the great figures on the Court.  Due to his untimely death on September 26, 1980, he had only an opportunity to take part in the case concerning the Tehran hostages.  Several of his fellow judges have commented privately on the excellent impression he made during the Court's deliberations for his well-reasoned and objective analysis of the issues.

Dr. Oscar Schachter, one of the world’s leading international law scholars at the time of his death, wrote in a widely published obituary, “The death of Judge Richard R. Baxter on September 26, 1980 brought to an untimely end a life dedicated to international law and distinguished for scholarly contributions and leadership of the profession.”  Dr. Schachter noted that Judge Baxter, among many other things, was well known as one of the leading experts in the humanitarian law of war, a field he worked in while in the U.S. Army and Department of Defense.  Dr. Schachter also noted that his passing was a grievous loss to the Court and to all who are devoted to the cause of international law.


Richard R. Baxter was truly the consummate soldier academic, making the laws of armed conflict his personal life study.  His teaching, scholarship and service were key to the continuing focus and development on the laws of armed in the last half of the twentieth century.  He stands as an example to all military practitioners as an individual who learned the law as a practitioner and concurrently and subsequently advanced it as an academic.  For this reason, the Military Writing Prize now appropriately bears his name.
